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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 7007 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, GR 

SUBJ: LOS: RESUMED SEVENTH SESSION ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF: STATE 188840 

1 . WE HAVE NOW DISCUSSED THISSUBJECT WITH AMBASSADOR 
NOMICOS, THE MFA'S DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND CONFERENCES, AND MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF AND OF THE 

MFA'S LEGAL DEPARTMENT. USING THE TALKING POINTS CONTAINED 
IN REFTEL, WE STRESSED THE VALUE WE PLACE ON A PRODUCTIVE 
CONCLUSION OF THE SEVENTH SESSION AND THAT WE VIEW THE 
"IRISH FORMULA" AS A REALISTIC BASIS FOR REACHING A 
CONSENSUS SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF DEFINING THE OUTER 
LIMIT OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF WHERE IT EXTENDS BEYOND 
200 MILES. WE LEFT A COPY OF THE UNCLASSIFIED TALKING 
POINTS. 
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2. THE INITIAL GREEK REACTION WAS THAT THE DEFINITION 
OF THE OUTER LIMIT OF THE SHELF WAS NOT OF IMMEDIATE 
CONCERN TO THE GOG IN VIEW OF THE COUNTRY'S GEOGRAPHY. 

HOWEVER, THEY GENERALLY PREFERRED THE "PRECISION OF 

A NUMERICAL DEFINITION" TO "GEOLOGICAL CRITERIA" IN 
DEFINING THE OUTER LIMIT OF THE SHELF. TO THE EXTENT 
THAT THE "IRISH FORMULA"CONTRAVENED THAT PRINCIPLE, 
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THE GREEKS COULD NOT SUPPORT IT CONCEPTUALLY. AS AN 
INITIAL BASIS FOR DISCUSSIONS, HOWEVER, THE PROPOSAL 
SEEMED WORTH PURSUING AND, OUR INTERLOCUTORS SAID, 

US VIEWS ON THE MATTER WOULD BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED 
AND CONVEYED TO THE GREEK DELEGATES TO THE RESUMED 
SEVENTH SESSION. THE GENERAL COMMENT WAS MADE THAT 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD ALSO BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE 
COURSE OF THE MARCH-MAY DISCUSSIONS AT GENEVA, PART- 
ICULARLY IN VIEW OF TALK ABOUT THE PROBABLE ' FAILURE" 

OF THE SEVENTH SESSION BEFORE IT HAD CONVENED. 

3. AT NEW YORK, AMBASSADOR- AT-LARGE AND FORMER 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER) STAVROPOULOS WILL AGAIN BE 
THE HEAD OF THE GREEK DELEGATION, WITH AMBASSADOR 
TOULOUPAS AS HIS DEPUTY. OTHER DELEGATION MEMBERS 
WILL INCLUDE PROFESSOR KRISPIS, RETIRED ADMIRAL 
KORNIALIS (ADVISER), ADMIRAL MITSAKOS OF THE NAVAL 
STAFF ACCOMPANIED BY AN OFFICER FROM THE GREEK 
HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICE AND A NAVY LEGAL STAFF OFFICER, 

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE MERCHANT MARINE MINISTRY, 
AND TWO ADDITIONAL FOREIGN MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVES, 
MR.HALKIOPOULOS FROM THE LEGAL ADVISOR'S OFFICE 
(WHO PARTICIPTED IN OUR MEETING) AND JOHN 
MOURIKIS. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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